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y,* gives one at once an immediate           of something

mysterious, something extraordinary, and!, at the same
something almost grotesque- And this subtle blending of
mystery and queeraess characterises not only Browne's choice
of words, but his choice of feelings and of thoughtej^JThc
grotesque side of his arts indeed^ was apparently all that was
visible to the critics of a few generations back, who admired
him simply and solely for what they called his * qmintoess' ;
while tjVlr. Gosse has flown to the opposite extreme, and will
not allow Browne any sense of humour at ail,/ The con-
fusion no doubt arises merely from a difference In the point
of view, Mr. Gosse, regarding Browne's most important
and general effects,, rightly fails to detect anything funny in
them* The Early Victorians, howevers missed the broad
outlines, and were altogether taken up with the obvious
grotesqueness of the details, When they found Browne
asserting that * Cato seemed to dote upon Cabbage/ or
embroidering an entire paragraph upon the subject of

* Pyrrhus his Toe/ they could not help smiling ; and surely
tf9iey were quite right.   (Browne, like an impressionist painter*

produced his pictures by means of a multitude of
which, if one looks at them in themselYes, are discordant,
and extraordinary, and eyen absurd,'

There can be little doubt that this strongly jnarfcal
for curious details was one of the symptoms of the scientific
bent of his mind. For Browne was scientific just up to
the point where the examination of detail ends, and its co-
ordination begins. He knew little or nothing of general
laws ; but his interest in isolated phenomena was intense.
And the more singular the phenomena^ the more he was
attracted. He was always ready to begin some smmge
inquiry. He cannot help wondering : 4 Whether great-
ear'd persons have short necks, long feet, and loose bellies ? *

* Marcus Antoninus Philosophus,* he notes in his common-
place book, * wanted not the advice of the best physicians ;

t how warrantable his practice was, to take his repast in
e night, and scarce anything but treacle in the day, may